
Draft Resolution by Utah State Senator Todd Weiler  

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON PROTECTING CHILDREN FROM HARMFUL ONLINE 
MATERIAL  

General Description:  

This concurrent resolution of the Legislature and the Governor recognizes that application (app) 
age ratings and descriptions are sometimes inaccurate and fail to sufficiently warn parents of 
the risks inherent therein. It recognizes that there is no independent organization holding 
technology companies responsible for the content posted on their apps. It also recognizes that 
provided parental controls within apps and Internet-ready devices are often insufficient, ignore a 
child’s age, contain loopholes, and are difficult to implement. As a result, children are left 
unprotected.  

Highlighted Provisions:  

This resolution:  

• Asks that technology and app companies establish a third-party organization comprised 
of child development, child protection, and Internet safety subject matter experts to 
assign app ratings and descriptions and be vested with the power to impose sanctions 
for non-compliance, similar to what the Entertainment Software Ratings Board (ESRB) 
does for video games or the Motion Picture Association of American (MPAA) does for 
movies. 

• Asks that parental controls on Internet-ready devices (such as iPhones, Android devices, 
and Chromebooks) be simplified, circumvention loopholes closed, age-based safety-
settings be built-in, and selective app shutoff be added for bedtime and school hours. 

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Utah, the Governor concurring therein:  

WHEREAS, millions of children use electronic devices daily;  

WHEREAS, popular apps often include content that is not consistent with their age rating or app 
description; (1) (2) 

WHEREAS, no third-party organization is holding app developers accountable to ensure that 
app ratings are accurate and app descriptions adequately explain the content and advertising 
available to children therein;  

WHEREAS, no third-party organization has the authority to impose sanctions for non-disclosure 
related to app content and advertising;  

WHEREAS, the parental controls provided on Internet-ready devices are often insufficient, 
difficult to setup, and contain loopholes leaving children unprotected; (3)  

WHEREAS, popular apps often do not include or have inadequate parental controls;  

 



WHEREAS, the improper use of devices during school hours contributes to student distraction 
and lower test scores; (4)  

WHEREAS, the use of devices during bedtime hours can lead to sleep disturbance; (5)  

WHEREAS, recent studies indicate that excessive use of social media, particularly in young 
girls, can lead to an increase in depressive symptoms; (6) (7)  

WHEREAS, an increase in suicide rates among US teens has occurred at the same time that 
social media use has surged within the same age group; (8)  

WHEREAS, social media is increasingly being used to recruit and sexually exploit children; (9) (10) 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature and the Governor call on 
technology and app companies to establish a third-party organization, comprised of child 
development, child protection, and Internet safety subject matter experts to assign app ratings 
and descriptions, and be vested with the power to impose sanctions for non-compliance similar 
to what the Entertainment Software Ratings Board (ESRB) does for video games or the Motion 
Picture Association of American (MPAA) does for movies; for Internet-ready devices (such as 
iPhones, Android devices, and Chromebooks) to be sold with user-friendly parental controls, for 
circumvention loopholes to be closed, for age-based safety-settings to be built-in, and for 
selective app shutoff to be added for bedtime and school hours. 

For more information go to fixappratings.com. 

References: 

(1) Apps with Misleading Ratings and Descriptions 2019, accessed March 19, 2019, https://fixappratings.com/apps-with-
misleading-ratings/. 

(2) McKenna, Chris. (August 11, 2018). We Tested Instagram’s “No Nudity” Rule. We Can’t Show You the Results [Blog 
post]. Retrieved from: https://protectyoungeyes.com/we-tested-instagram-community-guidelines-no-nudity-rule-we-cant-
show-results/  

(3) Fowler, Geoffrey. (August 23, 2018). We Tested Apple’s iOS 12 Screen Time Parental Controls. First Came Tears – then 
Frustration [Blog post]. Retrieved from: https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2018/08/23/we-tested-apples-new-
screen-time-parental-controls-first-came-tears-then-frustration/  

(4) Hess, Abigail. (January 19, 2019). Research continually shows how distracting cell phones are—so some schools want to 
ban them [Blog post]. Retrieved from: https://www.cnbc.com/2019/01/18/research-shows-that-cell-phones-distract-
students--so-france-banned-them-in-school--.html  

(5) Twenge, Jean. (October 19, 2017). Analysis: Teens are Sleeping Less. Why? Smartphones [Blog post]. Retrieved from: 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/analysis-teens-are-sleeping-less-why-smartphones  

(6) Thompson, Dennis. (January 10, 2019). Millennials Odds of Depression Rise with Social Media Use [Blog post]. Retrieved 
from: https://consumer.healthday.com/mental-health-information-25/depression-news-176/millennials-odds-for-
depression-rise-with-social-media-use-741406.html  

(7) Howard, Jacqueline. (January 4, 2019). Link Between Social Media and Depression Stronger in Teen Girls than Boys, 
Study Says [Blog post]. Retrieved from: https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/03/health/social-media-depression-girls-
study/index.html  

(8) Associated Press. (November 14, 2017). Rise in Teen Suicide Connected to Social Media Popularity: Study [Blog post]. 
Retrieved from: https://nypost.com/2017/11/14/rise-in-teen-suicide-connected-to-social-media-popularity-study/  

(9) Picheta, Rob. (March 1, 2019). Instagram is leading social media site for child grooming [Blog post]. Retrieved from: 
https://www.cnn.com/2019/03/01/uk/nspcc-grooming-social-media-report-scli-gbr-intl/index.html  

(10) NSPCC News. (March 1, 2019). Over 5,000 online grooming offences recorded in 18 months [Blog post]. Retrieved from: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-we-do/news-opinion/over-5000-grooming-offences-recorded-18-months/  

http://fixappratings.com/
https://fixappratings.com/apps-with-misleading-ratings/
https://fixappratings.com/apps-with-misleading-ratings/
https://protectyoungeyes.com/we-tested-instagram-community-guidelines-no-nudity-rule-we-cant-show-results/
https://protectyoungeyes.com/we-tested-instagram-community-guidelines-no-nudity-rule-we-cant-show-results/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2018/08/23/we-tested-apples-new-screen-time-parental-controls-first-came-tears-then-frustration/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2018/08/23/we-tested-apples-new-screen-time-parental-controls-first-came-tears-then-frustration/
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/01/18/research-shows-that-cell-phones-distract-students--so-france-banned-them-in-school--.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/01/18/research-shows-that-cell-phones-distract-students--so-france-banned-them-in-school--.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/analysis-teens-are-sleeping-less-why-smartphones
https://consumer.healthday.com/mental-health-information-25/depression-news-176/millennials-odds-for-depression-rise-with-social-media-use-741406.html
https://consumer.healthday.com/mental-health-information-25/depression-news-176/millennials-odds-for-depression-rise-with-social-media-use-741406.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/03/health/social-media-depression-girls-study/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/03/health/social-media-depression-girls-study/index.html
https://nypost.com/2017/11/14/rise-in-teen-suicide-connected-to-social-media-popularity-study/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/03/01/uk/nspcc-grooming-social-media-report-scli-gbr-intl/index.html
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-we-do/news-opinion/over-5000-grooming-offences-recorded-18-months/

